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At Columbia-Presbytian Medical Center (CPMC), we
have developed aveim ofPhysicas's Desk Refeoracetm
(PDR) using HyperText Marku L , r HIM.,
the sandad markuplanage of the World-Wide Web.
It is assible on the campus netw and from
anywhere on the Inteet for staff and with
a oiateaes codes We have pviously r 'portedl.
earlie ic veo of the PDR u Folo
viewst software, d our effor towad creating an
integrated infomatin e t at CPMC. The
develop-mewt of an HTML vesio of the PDR is a
logical e Oxof e evious ojec, and takes
advantage of ubiquitous HTML browrs such as
Netscape, Maic and Lynx to nt drug infomation
in a way that is familiar to an ever increang numb of
use.

ee times a year we receive tapes of th full text of the
PDR for i on Drugs, the PDR for
Non-Prscription Druge, mid the PDR for
Opthlolnogic Drue from the publishr, M-dcal
Economis Dat. Using the Pel language, we parse the
mt into two formats: i) an aray of HTML files and ii) a
database that contaiek for traade name, geeric clas

ii claSs, axdponts to the HTML files for each
produc e fil, along with additoneal sipts
based on the o eway Inteface (CUI) to
HTML, form th bais of our online verson.

The user's fist entry to the in PDR is a sng elie
ftm into wbich can be typed a trade name (eg, Biaxin),
a geneic clas (e.g., clI in), or a tapeutic
cass (e., is). le sewh is based on
so bia, o',and 'ib' will work Just as well The
sarch a allows two word c ion in any ore.
Ths ain penicilli' and p lin potasiun are
treed the sam . is a h was based in part on
feedback which showed that many use knew only part
ofthenme of a drug, and also did not know if the name
theyhad min wasageneric ortade name.

Once the search phrase is obtained, the pt ma it
againt the pr-built fi datab instead of against
the array of H'ThL file which has many avan .
For example, it allows a much more rapid sarh since
theda e is yl50kilobyt,cpared to
the full tex, which is over 50 megabytes. Retrieval of
inf an ug the fiedd data alsogyieldsgreater

precso than a full text seach sch as the Wide Area
nformation Server (WAIS) search egine. Finally, a
fielded search allows a more informative display of the
matches; u are presented firs with the most specific
responses (i.e, matching trade names) that then widen
out to more geneal (e.g., generic or t class)
mac
When the user selects a trade name n e search
results display, they are presented with the full text of the
PDRre-InCe to t atproduct The user may t s011
through or use a set of innal anchors. These anchor
built by the orginal N script, allow jumps to specific
area within the x, such as tod ifomat
Andxrs are speific to each drug; thus, oly thse dus
that contain sedons on smacology how
'active' anchors to m animal phmacology secto.
Several other options are also pesented; hypt
buttons at the top of the file allow the ser to i) enter
o srch,ii) move to aalphabetic index of all drug

names iii) get help', iv) send 'f ', or v) view
rlaeddmp', which pulls up a list of all the generic and
thrpdicdcat cotain the curent drug, allowing
de user tojump to other drugs related along seveal axes
of similarity.
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